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EOE 2010 Conference Announcement and Call for Workshops 

Encountering, Experiencing and

Exploring Nature in Education
Centre for School and Outdoor Education/Slovenia
in partnership with the

European Institute for Outdoor Adventure Education 

and Experiential Learning (EOE)

22nd- 25th September 2010
Olympic Sports Centre Planica, Rateče 167, SI-4283 Rateče-Planica, Slovenia 

This seminar will bring together practitioners and academics from around Europe, interested in outdoor and experiential education linked to formal education and non-formal youth work. It is addressed to school teachers, university staff and social youth workers from various fields of practise. The conference will examine different ways and purposes of approaching and using nature in outdoor education. It will also try to build up networks of practical cooperation and knowledge transfer. The theme is based on the generally accepted educational philosophy of outdoor pedagogies that a stay in natural landscapes and confrontation with and exploration of natural phenomena can provide a positive stimulus to the educational processes of individuals. 
The conference will be organized around three main topics: 

1. Outdoor educational practices in school 

This section will raise discussions on whether outdoor practices should be aimed for establishing and legitimizing educational goals of curriculum, or be serving different, more holistic means of education. Other issues will be addressed, e.g.: Does nature serve as backdrop, as an extended fitness centre or gymnasium, in which activities such as mountain biking, canoeing or climbing can be carried out? Is nature seen as a counter-world that offers activities that allow people to forget the pressures of everyday life, which is, in fact, where real life takes place? Or: Is nature seen as a part of us, as the outside extension of our inner state, that we should treat cooperatively and like a friend?
2. Concepts of nature in outdoor study programmes of universities and colleges of higher education 
Since many professionals (teachers, social and youth workers, therapists, and counsellors) use outdoor practices in their everyday work, the conference invite papers addressing the different ways in which nature is approached in universities and higher educational study programmes. Comparing different understandings of and ways of approaching nature may not only make understandable what common ground the different approaches might share or where they are special. By looking at concepts of nature it might be helpful to sharpen own profiles and extend ranges of possibilities.
3. Examples of successful practice, principles of successful practice 

The third topic will address how to assure quality in pedagogical outdoor educational work: Is there a need to set cornerstones for educational processes taking place in and with nature? What can be learned from practices and experiences developed in specific pedagogical situations and contexts? Questions on what best practices might mean and how knowledge, ideas and practices can be disseminated from one context to another will be illuminated. 
Keynote Speakers will be confirmed
Workshops will include:
A collection of practitioners and researchers from the 27 member states of the European Union will facilitate both experiential workshops and present papers on research and practical work.  

Delegates will also have the opportunity to:

· Visit sites of relevant cultural, educational and environmental interest in surrounding
· Participate in activities designed to share good practice and to engage participants experientially
· Enjoy networking opportunities in both formal and non-formal settings

About CSOE
Centre for School and Outdoor Education (CSOE) is governmental institution which carries out out-of-school classes and other outdoor programs. It is the most significant organisation that carries out outdoor education in Slovenia. It is a part of Ministry of Education and Sports that provides the funding for its functioning. CSOE currently comprises 23 residential centres and 10 day centres that are scattered throughout Slovenia. Facilities of CSOE are used by pre-primary, primary and secondary schools. They are also used by faculties and other organized groups especially during weekends and holidays. About 40.000 pupils per year (60% of pupils that attend out-of-school classes) do their obligatory week of out–of-school activities in Centre for School and Outdoor Education. The main purpose of the CSOE is to educate in outdoors using specific methods, by which objectives stated in school curricula can be met. 
The website is www.csod.si .
About the European Institute

Founded in 1996, the European Institute for Outdoor Adventure Education and Experiential Learning is a non-governmental body with 248 individual members and 80 member organisations from 27 countries.  Its purposes are as follows: 

· Development of a European Network between young people, social and youth workers, teachers, educators, academics and students concerning Outdoor Adventure Education and Experiential Learning

· Realisation of projects, especially youth projects, in the field of Outdoor Adventure Education and Experiential Learning

· Organisation of European Conferences

· Distribution of Information

· Research on the theory of Outdoor Adventure Education to promote the quality of practice;

· Implementation of research projects and best practices;

· Development of professional standards.

The website of the Institute is at www.eoe-network.org
Call for Workshops and Papers:

We are currently inviting proposals for lecture/workshop presentations. If you wish to offer a workshop or presentation, please complete and return the proposal form by 1st May 2010, ensuring that your proposal is relevant to the theme of the seminar. You will be notified as soon as possible after this date whether your proposal has been accepted for the seminar.   

Fees

Support is being sought from the European Union. If successful a maximum of 50 subsidised places will be available for partner organisations that have been identified through the European Institute. The funding will provide support towards travel costs, student hostel accommodation in shared rooms and meals. 

Fees for all other delegates will be 170.00 €. The fee will cover all meals and stay in double rooms for three nights and program costs. 
Alternatively, there is also a wide range of hotels available in surrounding.
Booking
To book, please complete the booking form and return it to irena.kokalj@csod.si or by post to CSOD, EOE Conference, Frankopanska 9, SI-1000 Ljubljana, Slovenia. Telephone +386 (0) 123 48 621, fax +386 (0) 123 48 630
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